Maine Revised Statutes

Title 23: TRANSPORTATION
Chapter 301: GENERAL PROVISIONS

§2953. CLOSING OF ROADS IN WINTER

1. Announcement of winter closing of roads. The municipal officers may on their own initiative,
or upon petition by 7 legal voters of the municipality, at any time between May 1st and October 1st of any
year, set forth that any road or roads, or portion thereof, in the municipality are so located with reference to
population, use and travel thereon, that it is unnecessary to keep the road or roads maintained and open for
travel during the months of November, December, January, February, March and April or any part of these
months.

[ 1981, c. 215, (NEW .]

2. Notice and hearing. Prior to an announcement under subsection 1, the municipal officers shall hold
a hearing on the proposed winter closing of aroad or roads or portion thereof. The municipal officers shall
place awritten notice of the hearing in some conspicuous, public place in the municipality at least 7 days
before the hearing.

[ 1981, c. 215, (NEW .]

3. Order of closing. After ahearing under subsection 2, the municipal officers shall file with the
municipal clerk any order specifying the location of the road, the months or portions thereof for which itisto
be closed and for how many years, not to exceed 10, the closing shall be operative. The legislative body of the
municipality shall by vote either approve each order or provide that orders so made by the municipal officers
shall be afinal determination.

[ 1981, c. 215, (NEW .]

4. Alteration of order. The municipal officers may on their own initiative, or upon petition by 7 legal
voters of the municipality, at any time subsequent to one year from the date of afinal determination, after
notice and hearing, annul, ater or modify the original determination. The municipal officers shall file with the
municipal clerk an order specifying any decision to annul, alter or modify, which shall not become final until
the legislative body of the municipality by vote either approves each order or provides that orders so made by
the municipal officers are afinal determination.

[ 1981, c. 215, (NEW .]

5. Appeal. Thefinal determination by the legislative body or the municipal officers may be appealed
to the board of county commissioners of the county in which the municipality lies, upon petition by 7 legal
voters of the municipality within 30 days after the final determination is made. In an appeal before a board of
county commissioners, the decision of the commissioners shall be governed by the standards set forth in this
section.

[ 1981, c. 215, (NEW .]
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